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tian consciousness in the determination of the truth than would be admitted by 
many. The statement is made, however, that " these writings differ so greatly 
from all other human productions as to require distinct explanation." In the 
third treatise no little space is given to the discussion of the Doctrine of Scrip- 
ture. Error in the Bible is denied except as it may arise out of transcription and 
incorrect interpretation. Defects in culture and literary style seem to be acknowl- 
edged. Inspiration is "verbal as to its result but not verbal as to its method." 
As to the book of Job it is said, "It is not necessary to suppose that the poetical 
speeches of Job's friends were actually delivered in the words that have come 
down to us." In other parts of this work there is a very gratifying regard for 
biblical statements of truth and a manifest endeavor after a careful exegesis and 
interpretation. Of course the author is governed largely by dogmatic considera- 
tions in the treatment of texts and therefore his interpretations would not satisfy 
either the scientific exegete or the advocate of an opposing system. The fourth 
work is rather a pamphlet than a treatise. The atmosphere in which it moves is 
heated and controversial. Its position, however, is clear. Claiming that "Tradi- 
tional Orthodoxy has been undermined and honeycombed by the recent biblical 
and historical studies" and that "the doctrine of the inerrancy of the Scriptures 
not only comes into conflict with the historical faith of the church but (it) is also 
in conflict with biblical criticism " and that the rigid advocates of verbal inspira- 
tion " cannot escape the evidence of errors in the Scriptures " and that " no more 
dangerous doctrine has ever come from the pen of men than that which asserts 
that ' a proved error in Scripture contradicts not only our doctrine (i. e. of iner- 
rancy) but the Scripture claims and therefore its inspiration in making those 
claims,' " he pleads for what he regards as the true Westminster doctrine which 
bases the authority of Scripture on the internal evidence of its divinity and the 
witness of the Holy Spirit in the heart. " It is therefore the authority of God 
Himself, speaking through the Holy Spirit, by and with the Word to the heart, 
that determines that the writings are infallible as the inspired word of God." 
This position will be met in the spirit in which it is asserted and its arguments 
will be fiercely contested. Certainly one thing is imperatively demanded from 
every consideration — the liberty for Christian scholars fearlessly and faithfully to 
use the materials and methods of literary and historical criticism in the study of 
the Bible. 

The Epistles of Paul. 

Studies on the Epistles. By F. Godet, D.D., Translated by Annie Harwood 
Holmden. New York : E. P. Dutton and Co. Price $2.00. 

The author's wealth of sound scholarship, his critical acumen and ripe judgment, 
his devout spirit and reverent sympathy with the inspired Word, are qualifications 
which in themselves would ensure valuable results. But when combined with a 
life-long training as an exegete, and with a remarkable capacity of expressing 
thought clearly and forcibly, we are entitled to expect a volume' of more than 
ordinary importance. The present publication does not disappoint the reader's 
highest expectations. It deals only with the Pauline epistles, considering them 
in chronological order, and noting the apostle's attitude toward the problems that 
confronted the early church, and his spiritual conflicts with gnostic and Judaising 
heresies. A fair idea of the scope of the volume and the method of treatment may 
be gathered from a statement of the contents of the several chapters. The epistles 
to the Thessalonians lead to a consideration of the excitement over th6 second 
advent among the Christians of Thessalonica ; the epistle to the Galatians, the 
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conflict among them between the Law and the Gospel ; the epistles to the Conn* 
thians, the opposition to the apostle in their city and his ultimate triumph ; the 
epistle to the Romans, the preaching of the Gospel in the Imperial City ; the epistle 
to the Colossians, the first indications of gnosticism in Asia Minor ; the message 
to the Gentile churches comes before us in the letter to the Ephesians; the first 
anti-slavery petition in that to Philemon ; the thanks of an apostle in that to the 
Philippians ; the last labor of a soldier of Christ in the pastoral epistles, and the 
message to the Judeo-Christians in the epistle to the Hebrews. The final chapter 
contains a general review of the Pauline writings. If we glance, for instance, at 
the chapter which treats the briefest of all the epistles, the letter to Philemon, we 
are at once instructed by the lucid exposition, and charmed by the exquisite skill 
which brings out every delicate shade of meaning, and makes the scene live before 
us as if we were spectators of the events. The same is true in a measure of all 
the chapters. The genuineness of the commonly accepted Pauline epistles is ably 
vindicated against the assaults of modern criticism. With the majority of modern 
scholars Dr. Godet regards the epistle to the Hebrews as addressed to Judeo- 
Christians, especially to those at Jerusalem, who were on the point of reverting to 
the old faith with its outward rites and ceremonial worship from which they had 
never more than half broken loose. He inclines to the belief that the real author 
may have been Silas. No one can rise from a reading of these admirable " Studies " 
without a clearer conception of the conditions under which the epistles were 
written, and consequently a better understanding of this important portion of the 
New Testament. 

The Catholic Epistles. 

An American Commentary on the New Testament. Edited by Alvah Hovey, D.D. 
The Epistle of James, by E. T. Winkler, D.D. The Epistles of Peter, by N. M. 
Williams, D.D. The Epistles of John, by H. A. Sawtelle, D.D. The Epistle of 
Jude, by N. M. Williams, D.D. I vol., 8vo. Philadelphia : American Baptist 
Publication Society. $2.00. 

In this series of commentaries have appeared some works of permanent value, 
such as the volume of Dr. A. Hovey, on the Gospel of John, that of Dr. J. A. 
Broadus, on Matthew, that of Dr. W. N. Clarke, on Mark, and that of Prof. E. P. 
Gould, on the Epistles to the Corinthians. The present volume cannot be ranked 
with any one of these. The authors do not profess to be specialists in New Tes- 
tament exegesis, and of course their work at its best could be little more than the 
exercise of good sense and the faculty of selection and condensation in the use of 
the writings of scholars and specialists upon these books of the New Testament. 
So far as this goes they have produced fairly good work. The commentary on 
James is the most scholarly. It contains the fullest and best introduction, in 
which element the book, as a whole, is noticeably deficient. The writer maintains 
that James was a true "brother" of the Lord. He presents some theories about 
Greek tenses which cannot be regarded as of much value. While the notes in gen- 
eral are good the treatment of the reference to Job (5 : 11) is inadequate, as he fails to 
notice the obvious objection that as Job appears to us in his words and actions he 
is far from " patient." The consideration of faith-healing (5 : 15) is excellent, one 
sentence throwing a flood of light on the passage : " the absoluteness of the prom- 
ise displays the coloring of the age of miracles." The notes on Peter, by Dr. 
Williams, and on Jude, by the same author, are characterized by a vigor of expres- 
sion which sometimes betrays the writer into extravagance. He is inclined to use 
his text as a convenient means for attacking such favorite foes as Romanism, pre- 



